
Meeting Minutes for Board of The Reserve at River's Edge Condominium Association 
51082 Upland View 

 

October 7, 2019 

6:00pm 

 

Present: Jeffrey Hays, Helene Haratsaris, Kurt Kneen, Elizabeth Gray Quan, 

Patrick Smitowski (delayed arrival at 7:00pm), Dennis Vandewinkle 

 

Absent: none 

 

Prior to commencement of meeting, discussion of Unit 47 having removed the yellow 

tube that protects the gas line. What can or should be done about this? 

 

Meeting commenced 6:11pm 

 

Called to order by Jeffrey Hays. 

 

Approval of agenda: so moved by Kurt Kneen, seconded by Dennis Vandewinkle 

 

Co-Owner Comments: 

 

Question brought by Elizabeth Gray Quan from member of REII regarding outbuildings. 

REIII bans all freestanding outbuildings. 

 

Street tree missing for a house recently listed for sale in REII (neighbor of Shannon and 

Scott McCartney). Concern is whether this would be addressed for a seller in REIII, as it 

would be a liability for the buyer. It was agreed that this would be addressed should the 

issue arise. 

 

Approval of minutes: so moved by Dennis Vandewinkle, seconded by Kurt Kneen. 

 

Delinquency: currently at about 3%. Only 33% of homeowners have automatic payment. 

 

Cyber Security Insurance: Helene Haratsaris confirmed that some is included in liability 

insurance. 

 

Financial Reports: discussion deferred until Patrick Smitowski arrives. 

 

Question raised by Kurt Kneen about why association needs to provide Workman's 

Compensation insurance. The answer may lie in the transition from BLS to Herriman 

and a hiccup that occurred there. May need to submit a letter stating that we've had no 
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claims and do not see a need for this insurance. 

 

By-law Support Document: editing is a work in progress. Elizabeth Gray Quan stated 

need to pare down excessively verbose language and to make the document available in 

plain English. Needs to be shown to the legal department before it is distributed. 

 

Trees: 

Need a plan to replace ailing trees. 

Advise homeowners to mulch with care: less than 2” of mulch, well away from the tree 

trunk. 

Recommendation to get tree spikes (Vigoro brand recommended), dig a hole first by  

hammering in a tire iron, then inserting the spike. 

 

Master Board: 

Struggling to find points to agree on. Most members want cheapest option rather than 

best option, which may result in easy breakage and high replacement or repair costs. 

 

Next REIII Board Meeting set for Monday, November 4, at 6pm. 

Need to focus on confirming budget for 2020. 

 

Potential merge between associations: 

 

H. Haratsaris mentioned that to have documents rewritten and reviewed by the legal 

team may cost between $3,000 and $5,000. 

 

Merging takes 2/3 of all votes as 'yes' – if no answer is given, 'yes' is the default. 

 

Merge doesn't seem to be happening at this time. Why? 

 

REI doesn't care about building reserves for roads or ponds. They are excluded from 

responsibility for back roads, anyhow. 

 

REII does not want to fund reserves. 

 

REIII shouldn't over-fund the joint reserves because we couldn't lay claim to them if we 

needed them. 

 

Proposal to change REIII dues from $75/month to $80/month. 

 

Need to make this decision on 11/4/19 and send a communication to REIII homeowners. 
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Safety question regarding unmarked and unprotected gas line for Unit 47: it endangers 

the whole neighborhood. 

Helene Haratsaris was asked to send a letter to the homeowner regarding this issue. 

 

Letter also needs to go out to homeowners regarding trash pickup: moving from 

Tuesdays to Fridays effective the week of November 4 (meaning we will have trash 

picked up on October 29, then not until November 8). 

A holiday would bump pickup to Saturdays. 

 

A suggestion was made to encourage homeowners to take waste such as batteries and 

light bulbs to Ikea where they have collection centers. H. Haratsaris discouraged us from 

making that an official recommendation. 

 

Patrick Smitowski arrived at 7pm with his daughter in tow. 

 

Master Board Discussion: 

 

Patrick Smitowski reviewed the financial report; nothing of great significance. 

 

Master Board and Brad (of Herriman) are not getting along well. Brad will be replaced 

by another Herriman employee as the liaison to the Master Board. 

 

Patrick Smitowski stated that we need to impress upon the Master Board the value of an 

approved reserve. It helps with home sales, allows for better interest rates, improves the 

reputation of the neighborhood. 

 

Patrick Smitowski described quotes for landscaping around the signage up front. English 

Gardens, E&B, TNT. Sandy Kneen likes English Gardens' quote but P. Smitowski said it 

came in too high and was too busy; he's leaning toward E&B. 

 

Need to increase watering of newly sodded areas. What are our watering restrictions? 

 

Discussion of a water storage tank installed elsewhere in Canton. Made it possible to 

negotiate lower rates and will be paid off by 2021. 

 

Concrete repair quotes – waiting 

Birdhouses – need to clean once per year 

Portal for Master Board – in creation 

Barrier by creek – waiting for quotation 
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Replace TNT for common area maintenance – getting bids 

 

No further plans for a social activity to discuss the merge. 

 

Regarding Halloween: we need to make sure that decorations are safe and are taken 

down promptly. H. Haratsaris mentioned a cobweb she saw last year that spanned the 

sidewalk and could have created a tripping hazard. 

 

Jeffrey Hays motioned to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by Patrick Smitowski. 

 

Recorded by Elizabeth Gray Quan, Secretary 

 

Approved November 4, 2019 

 

 

 


