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Eaton Estates 
 

“Community Resource” 
 
 

 Fall/Winter 2013

 

 

2013 ANNUAL MEETING RESULTS 

The following members serve on our 2013-2014 
Board of Directors. 

Steve Harper, President 

Toula Patsalis, Vice President 

John Kjellstrom, Treasurer 

Dolores Hayden, Secretary 

Gordon Totty, Director 

BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 

This year’s Eaton Estates Board of Directors 
meetings are being held at Herriman & 
Associates Offices, 41486 Wilcox Road, 
Plymouth.  All meetings commence at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, September 17, 2013 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
Tuesday, November 19, 2013 
Tuesday, February 18, 2014 
Tuesday, April 15, 2014 
Tuesday, May 13, 2014 
Wednesday, June 18, 2014 

Board meetings are open meetings. Co-owners 
are welcome to attend to simply observe or to 
discuss an issue as time is set aside at all Board 
meetings for co-owner comments. 

To confirm the date/time in case of last minute 
changes and to insure we have enough seating, 
any co-owner wishing to attend the meeting must 
contact Sandra ODaniel at Herriman  Associates, 
Inc. Email: sodaniel at herriman.net or phone: 
(734) 459-5440, in advance. 

 

2014 ANNUAL MEETING DATE 

Save the date for our 2014 Association Annual 
Meeting.  It will be held on Tuesday, June 17, 
2014 at 7 p.m. in the Dunning and Walldorf 
Meeting Rooms of the Plymouth District Library, 
223 South Main Street in downtown Plymouth. 
 
 

NEIGHBOR NEWS 

Sadly, two co-owners passed away in the first half 
of 2013. Cheryl Hunt passed in the spring from a 
heart condition. Patricia Marshall, wife of John 
Marshall, passed in early summer after a short 
illness with pancreatic and liver cancer. We send 
our heartfelt condolences to the family and friends 
of Cheryl and Pat.  

We welcome Chuck and Helen Chin who 
purchased 13956 Eaton Drive. We are pleased to 
have them as part of our community.  

Larry and Anita Bennett have decided to sell their 
condo and to make Florida their permanent 
home. We wish them a fond farewell and best 
wishes. 
 

 
RAILINGS FOR PORCHES 

Several co-owners have expressed interest in 
installing a railing on their front porches.  

At the request of one unit end (Model A) co-
owner, Herriman has designed a porch railing for 
end units that complement our current exterior 
design. This design has been pre-approved by 
the Board for all end units. So if you are a co-
owner of an end unit and wish to install a rail, you 
simply have to contact Herriman for the 
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schematic and submit a modification request for 
this change. You can have Herriman or your own 
contractor perform the installation.  

If you are a co-owner of an inside unit (Model B or 
Model C), you need to contact Herriman to design 
a railing for your unit. If you then wish to install it, 
you must submit a modification request form. You 
can have Herriman or your own contractor 
perform the installation.  

 

 
LANDSCAPING 

All landscaping projects which were scheduled for 
2013 were completed this spring. These projects 
included a number of tree and shrub removals, 
extensive shrub trimming and replacing a few 
trees and shrubs throughout the complex.   
 
Thanks again this year to Patty Zafarana and 
Pete Dilworth for obtaining the annual flowers and 
organizing the planting of them. Several co-owner 
volunteers assisted with the planting. 
 
Thanks again this year to Pete Dilworth for 
enhancing the beauty of the North Territorial 
entrance to Eaton Estates by adding and caring 
for additional annual flowers. 
 
This summer Serene Surroundings performed 
new services to improve the appearance of our 
complex. The first service was weeding around 
the trees in the rear of the condos. The second 
service was the application of weed killer around 
air conditioning units that did not have shrubbery 
or flowers nearby. The second service was 
performed at no charge to the Association.  
 

 
The contract for landscaping and snow removal 
will be issued this fall. The contract will be for the 
next three years commencing with snow removal 
this winter. The Landscape Committee will 
collaborate with Herriman in developing bid 
specifications and evaluating the bids in terms of 
service level. The Landscape Committee will 
make a recommendation to the Board. In turn, the 
Board will review the recommendation in terms of 

the budget. The Board will make the final decision 
on which firm receives the contract. 
 
 

HOLIDAYS ARE COMING 

Although autumn has just begun, the Christmas 
holidays will be here before we know it. Thus, the 
Board wants to remind everyone that we are 
planning the traditional Holiday Brunch on a 
Sunday in December. Complete information 
including date, time, location and cost will be 
mailed in November. Last year, several co-
owners used Serene Surroundings for outdoor 
holiday decorations. If you are interested in such 
a service, you can contact Serene Surroundings 
directly at 734-416-9062 for a detailed 
explanation of their holiday decorating service 
and cost. 

 
GARAGE LIGHT TIMERS 

Several co-owners have inquired about placing 
their garage lantern lights on a timer. Since 
placing lights on a timer does not change the 
exterior appearance of the unit, this is not 
considered a modification. Thus, it does not 
require Board approval. Several co-owners have 
used Van Buren Electric for the installation of a 
timer. The cost was under $200.00. For a precise 
quote, Van Buren can be contacted at 734-259-
2407. 

 

 
 
 

WATER COSTS & USAGE 

As of July 1, Plymouth Township increased the 
water rate 5%; cost per 1,000 gallons of water is 
now $9.05. The largest annual expenditure in the 
Eaton Estates budget is water; annual cost is 
approximately $40,000.00.  

Because of this year’s cool, wet summer, the cost 
for water in 2013 will be slightly lower than 
anticipated. Yet, watering the landscape takes 
only about 25% of the annual water bill. The other 
75% is household use. Therefore, all co-owners 
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are asked to conserve water whenever possible. 
Also, all co-owners are asked to check to make 
sure they have no water leaks. You can check for 
a leak by locating your water meter on the outside 
of your unit and then turning off all water using 
devices inside and outside of your unit. If the red 
arrow on your water meter face is turning, you 
have a leak. Please contact a plumber 
immediately to determine where the leak is 
occurring and have it repaired. 

 
The Irrigation Committee composed of Jim 
Gallas, Mike Hayden and Ray Smock check the 
irrigation system throughout the summer for 
leaks, problems and needed adjustments. 
Frequently, they can make corrections as they 
are surveying the system. If not, once a repair or 
change is noted, Genesis, our irrigation company, 
is contacted. A substantial amount of money is 
saved by not paying Genesis to determine what 
the problems are and where the problems reside. 
 
Jim Gallas also monitors our water bills for 
budgetary purposes. 
 
Ray Smock requests that when garbage 
collection is delayed for a day because of a 
holiday, please put garbage on your driveway or 
in the street. Landscape watering occurs on 
Wednesdays. If garbage is place on the grass, 
watering is interfered with and causes problems 
to the grass and the irrigation system. If one of 
the following holidays falls on a Monday or 
Tuesday, our trash pick-up will be delayed one 
day: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, July 4

th
, 

Labor Day and Christmas. 
 
 

MAIL BOXES 

All mail boxes will be painted this fall. If any 
repairs are needed, please complete a 
maintenance request form and submit it to 
Herriman & Associates. 

 

FIRE ALARM TESTING 

This year’s annual fire alarm inspections are 
scheduled for October 16, 2013.  Inspections will 
begin at 9 a.m. with building 5 and continue 
throughout the morning with buildings 6, 7, 8 & 9. 
Afternoon inspections will begin with building 1 
and continue with buildings 2, 3, & 4. The plan is 
to have all inspections completed by 
approximately 5:00 p.m. 

Each co-owner or their designee must be home 
or have given their key to another co-owner so 
that the fire alarms in each unit can be inspected. 
By law, the Association is responsible for 
maintaining the developer installed fire protection 
system and its original components. 

This year, Metro Alarm, Inc. is the selected 
vendor for performing the inspections. In addition 
to testing the fire alarms in each unit, they will 
also inspect the sump pumps in units which have 
them to verify the pumps are working properly. 
Thus, inspections will be more time consuming 
than in the past. 

 

FROM MANAGEMENT 

Herriman & Associates, Inc., our management 
company, has a website and Eaton Estates has 
its own pages on this site.  At the Herriman site 
(www.herriman.net), just click on “Associations 
Forms” for maintenance and modification forms. 
You must have a username & password to 
access Eaton Estates pages. Email: info at 
herriman.net to obtain a username and password. 

 

 

 

MAIL PAYMENTS TO: 
P.O. Box 701880 

Plymouth, MI 48170-0972 

 

MAIL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
41486 Wilcox Road  Plymouth, MI 48170-3104 

734-459-5440  Fax 734-459-0690 
herriman.net 

 

David Chaundy is our Community Association 
Manager and Sandra ODaniel is his Assistant.  
Sandra’s email is sodaniel and David’s is 
dchaundy - both at herriman.net. You may also 
reach either of them by telephone at 734-459-
5440. 
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