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ENHANCING CURB APPEAL - We made great progress with our focus on curb appeal this year. 

After 2 years of major projects, it was good to direct more of our resources toward landscape 

care and maintenance. There have been many favorable comments from residents and vistors 

on the appearance of our front entrance. Hope you share that opinion. This winter we will see 

more color and plantings that do not lose their leaves to maintain an entrance improvement. As 

you recall, a wind storm in March brought down several trees within the property which 

necessitated replacement or relandscaping in several areas. Some 2018 plans for rejuvenation 

in the center section were pulled ahead to expedite the removal of trees with a propensity for 

falling. Additional  planting in these areas freshened the overall appearance.  

Overall the health and appearance of lawns improved this year after the tear up for road 

construction last year. A concerted effort by Vic, our landscape leader, with our contractor, 

BrightView, led to much improvement. Increasing our watering to promote germination of 

grass seed was also a significant factor. The City of Northville  granted our request to water 

during the day for a limted period of weeks to promote growth. We then returned to our legal  

obligation to water only at night. Your Board has also decided to cut the grass mid-day or later 

to assure the grass is as dry as possible for a clean cut. 

Treating and maintaining the health of trees received a technical advancement this year. While 

some general tree spraying will be maintained, many treatments will be injected into the 

ground around the tree. This year we saw ribbons on trees indicating they would be injected. A 

more disciplined and robust tree and bush trimming program is being implemented to cut what 

needs cutting when it should be cut. Stacy, our detail gardener, managed by BrightView, has 

done an excellent job of taking ownership of our complex and is now being directed by Tom 

Cole. 
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Mulching of all of the landscape beds around our homes and trees enhanced our curb appeal.  

Our plan for next year is to mulch only around the roadway trees to provide a manicured 

appearance.  

Our individual contribution in the coming year is to maintain the appearance of our homes 

while complying with our standards for appearance. 

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS – Hopefully you have chosen St Lawrence Estates as your home 

because of the excellent location close to the City of Northville, the community is well 

maintained and has a high standard of uniformity of appearance. If you have moved from a 

private home, the transition to a condo may require some adaptation. To understand the 

differences, it is essential to read the condo book that you should have received from the prior 

owner. The latest versions of documents may not be filed in the binder; therefore, we have a 

private password protected website available for your access by contacting Herriman & 

Associates. If you are planning to remodel early in your ownership, please become aware of 

restrictions concerning penetration of the exterior walls. Any exterior change to your unit 

requires an approval of the Association and implementing changes without prior approval can 

be expensive to undo and cause hard feelings. Contact Herriman or visit the Herriman website 

for information and forms for approvals. 

CO-OWNERS MEETING - We have two  general meetings per year that you are encouraged to attend. 

The June Meeting is the formal annual SLECA Business Meeting including the election of Directors. The 

Fall Meeting is informal and provides the opportunity to share SLECA information and to meet our new 

residents.  The Fall Meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 21, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the Northville 

Community Center at 303 W. Main Street.  Please reserve this date and plan to attend. 

SLE ANNUAL HOLIDAY DINNER – We have reserved the private room at The Garage Grill and Fuel Bar 

for Thursday, November 30, 2017  located at 202 West Main Street at the corner of Wing St.  Please hold 

the date on your calendar so you don’t miss it!  It is a wonderful opportunity to meet and mingle in a social 

atmosphere and we always have a wonderful evening visiting over cocktails at 6:30 p.m. followed by 

excellent cuisine. The informational flyer with dinner choices, prices, RSVP and remittance directions for 

your reservation will be available next to most of the mail boxes the first week of November.  Please take 

a flyer and submit your response, choices and cash or check made out to “Christine Bell”. Return to Chris 

Bell at 225 St Lawrence Blvd by November 23, 2016.  There will be an envelope on her door for your 

convenience. You may also bring it to her at the Fall Meeting on November 21st. In the spirit of the 

hoidays, there will be a donation box dedicated to Northville’s food pantry, Civic Concern.  Marlene Kunz 

is very grateful for any donations, especially during the holidays. Please remember to bring a check or 

cash if you wish to help. Civic Concern provides much needed temporary assistance to struggling 

Northville residents. For further information about the Civic Concern, see 

http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/Community/CivicOrganizations.asp - CivicConcern. 

http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/Community/CivicOrganizations.asp
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DECKS ARE TO BE CLEARED BY NOVEMBER 15 – With the end of the landscaping season on 

November 15th comes the end of outdoor entertaining.  By this date, patio furniture is to be removed 

and stored until April 15, 2017.  The only items allowed to remain on rear decks are one barbeque grill, 

one table and potted evergreens.  This includes the removal of any carpet/area rug which is allowed 

during the landscaping season (April 15 through November 15.)  Removing plants and furniture in stages 

is much easier than trying to do this at the deadline when the weather could be miserable. 

FROZEN PIPES – A recent winter’s polar vortex with extreme cold and winds resulted in a frozen water 

pipe bursting in a condo which flooded an adjoining unit. Unfortunately, the owners were away and left 

no provision for checking or accessing their home to address the situation. Some suggestions before 

leaving for an extended period: 

 Leave a key and phone number with a neighbor, relative, friend, or Tom Cole and notify 
Herriman of your contact. 

 Notify the Police Department of your absence and you will be added to their surveillance list. 

 Have a trusted person check inside weekly.  (You can contact Tom Cole as a side job option). 

 Turn off water lines to washer, toilets, sinks, ice makers. Drain and turn off hot water tank. 

 Leave outside wall kitchen and bathroom sink cabinet doors open to allow heat to keep pipes 
warm. 

 Do not lower the thermostat too low, even residual water can freeze and damage a pipe. 

 As a further precaution, there are “freeze Alarms” commercially available which will call you or a 
friend to advise of the temperature being too low. An internet search yielded the Home Security 
Superstore which has freeze alarms from $29.95 to $89.95 (1-800-490-9471). 

 For more tips Google “ Glenn Haege checklist for seasonal home shutdown”. 

 If you have the building sump pump in your basement, the water must not be turned off. The 
backup water powered sump pump will not work if the water is off. 

 

CORRECT EMAIL ADDRESS? - Does Herriman have your correct email address?  Please contact 

Sandy O’Daniel, sodaniel@herriman.net, with this important information.  It expedites 

notification of minor updates, changes, emergencies, etc. without the expense and time lag of 

U.S. mail.  We have had a few instances where this has proven extremely helpful and efficient.  

Privacy laws prohibit Herriman from sharing your email address with anyone without your 

approval. 

TRAFFIC DID YOU KNOW? – When entering SLE from the East on Seven Mile Road, you must 
use the left turn lane. The solid yellow line with a dashed line next to it indicates the left lane is 
accessible for turning. The Officer, who often parks at our entrance, explained this road 
marking. Also, to exit safely, wait for incoming traffic at the stop signs on St Lawrence Blvd. 

 Have you seen the signs at our exit “Wait for entering traffic”. 

 What is the posted speed limit in SLE ? The sign is on your right coming in. 
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**FINAL REMINDER TO MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 
21st FALL CO-OWNERS MEETING AT 6:30PM IN THE COMMUNITY CENTER.** 

**Chris Bell will be attending the meeting if you wish to give her your reservation and 
payment for our November 30th Holiday Dinner. 

 


