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St Lawrence Estates 

  October 2015 Newsletter 

 

Greetings Co-owners!  After a cool, wet summer we have transitioned into a lovely fall.  Your Board is 

constantly at work and has updates and information to share before our Fall Co-owners Meetings.  

FALL CO-OWNERS MEETING - We only have two  general meetings per year.  You are encouraged to 

attend to remain current with our community and to meet our new residents.  The Fall Meeting will be 

held on Tuesday, November 24, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Northville Community Center at 303 W. Main 

Street.  One of the presentations will be the introduction of the new SLE website with all of the 

documents to keep you informed of Board meetings, forms for services, contact information, and digital 

Condominium Documents. This is private website and will require password access. Please reserve this 

date. 

SLE ANNUAL HOLIDAY DINNER – The last two year’s holiday event has been a great time at the new 

venue. We again reserved the private room at The Garage Grill and Fuel Bar on Thursday, December 3  

located at 202 West Main Street at the corner of Wing St.  Please hold the date on your calendar so you 

don’t miss it!  It is a wonderful opportunity to meet and mingle in a social atmosphere and we always 

have a wonderful evening visiting over cocktails at 6:30 p.m. followed by excellent cuisine. The 

informational flyer with dinner choices, prices, RSVP and remittance directions for your reservation will 

be available next to most of the mail boxes the first week of November.  Please take a flyer and submit 

your response, choices and cash or check made out to “Christine Bell”. Return to Chris Bell at 225 St 

Lawrence Blvd by November 23, 2015.  There will be an envelope on her door for your convenience if 

she is unavailable. You may also bring it to her at the Fall Meeeting on November 24th. In the spirit of 

the hoidays, there will be the traditional donation box dedicated to Northville’s voluntary food pantry, 

Civic Concern.  Marlene Kunz is very grateful for any donations, especially during the holidays. Please 
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remember to bring a check or cash if you wish to help. Civic Concern provides much needed temporary 

assistance year round to approximately 180 struggling Northville residents. 

DECKS ARE TO BE CLEARED BY NOVEMBER 15 – With the end of the landscaping season on November 

15th every year comes the end of out door entertaining.  By this date, patio furniture is to be removed 

and stored until April 15, 2016.  The only items allowed to remain on rear decks are one barbeque grill, 

one table and potted year round evergreens.  This includes the removal of any carpet/area rug which is 

allowed during the landscaping season (April 15 through November 15.)  Removing plants and furniture 

in stages is much easier than trying to do this at the deadline when the weather could be miserable.  It is 

also mandatory that the barbeque grill remain at least 10 feet away from any unit exterior walls when in 

use per our insurance carriers.  

FROZEN PIPES – A recent winter’s polar vortex with extreme cold and winds resulted in a frozen water 

pipe bursting in a unit which flooded an adjoining unit. Unfortunately, the owners were away and left no 

provision for checking or accessing their unit to address the situation. Before leaving for an extended 

period: 

 Leave a key and phone number with a neighbor, relative, friend, or Tom Cole and notify 
Herriman of your contact. 

 Notify the Police Department of your absence and you will be added to their surveillance list. 

 Have a trusted person check inside weekly.  (You can contact Tom Cole as a side job option). 

 Turn off water lines to washer, toilets, sinks, ice makers. Drain and turn off hot water tank. 

 Leave outside wall kitchen and bathroom sink cabinet doors open to allow heat to keep pipes 
warm. 

 Do not lower the thermostat too low even residual water can freeze and damage a pipe. 

 As a further precaution, there are “freeze Alarms” commercially available which will call you or a 
friend to advise of the temperature being too low. An internet search yielded the Home Security 
Superstore which has freeze alarms from $29.95 to $89.95 (1-800-490-9471). 

 For more tips Google “ Glenn Haege checklist for seasonal home shutdown”. 
 
DRIVEWAY REPAIRS – There will be some driveway repair work going on this fall. None of this work is 
for cosmetic purposes such as broken down edges and cracks. Major cracks at the driveway to garage 
floor will sealed. Some patching will be included and done manually as a temporary fix. A replacement 
project for driveways is planned to be undertaken for 2016 and the bid package is currently being 
prepared. 
 
WOOD RETAINING WALLS - The Association has retained an Engineering Consultant firm to provide 
expertise in maintaining the current walls and providing a long term strategy for eventual replacement.  
We are planning a three step process: 

 Immediate repair of timber areas showing current decay/rot.  Tom and crew will do this on an 
ongoing basis. 

 Clean and apply a “green” preservative to the walls to extend the functional life of the timbers. 

 Develop a long term plan for eventual replacement of the timber retaining walls including the 
“how and what kind” issue.  This is an engineering challenge requiring precise planning, whether 
it is 10 or 30 years in the future.  

 



3 

 

GABION RETAINING WALLS  -  You may observe this wall along Johnson Creek which flows behind the 
Seven Mile Rd. units west of our entrance bridge. The roadway to access the wall from the Seven Mile 
side of the creek is being constructed. Co-owners in the immediate area have been contacted and 
advised of precautions to take and those measures to be used by the contractors to avoid damage to 
these units.   
 
BASEMENT REPAIRS – As of this writing one basement is under construction to install the commercially 
available B-dry system to collect water at the perimeter of the basement and divert it through the sump 
pump system outside. A second basement will begin when the co-owner is available. These installations 
will be monitored over the winter and espescially in the Spring to assure success prior to any other use 
of this remedial action. 
 
STRUCTURAL WALL REPAIR – Recent investigation of the co-owners wall indicates that water damage is 
allowing the wall to move creating open seams around windows and doors. Additional support for the 
wall in two places in the basement is expected to resolve this concern.  
 
PORCH AND STEP REPAIRS – In order to provide safe ingress and egress from our front doors during the 
winter, salt is liberally applied. As a result, the morter deteriorates and the bricks become saturated 
with salt. These bricks cannot be reused. Additional solutions have been approved: 

1. Porch brick surfaces maybe replaced with colored patterned concrete. 
2. Brick steps up to two high maybe replaced with preformed concrete steps. 
3. A source has been identified for new bricks for reconstruction of porches and steps. 

Of course, each of these repairs are co-owner responsibility. 
 
CORRECT EMAIL ADDRESS? ---Does Herriman have your correct email address?  Please contact Jason 
Hutchison with this important information.  It expedites instant minor updates, changes, emergencies, 
etc. without the expense and time lag of U.S. mail.  We have had a few instances where this has proven 
extremely helpful and efficient.  Privacy laws prohibit Herriman from sharing your email address with 
anyone. 

 

**FINAL REMINDER TO GO NOW AND MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24th FALL CO-OWNERS MEETING AT 7:00 IN THE 
COMMUNITY CENTER.** 

**Chris Bell will be attending the meeting if you wish to give her your reservation and 
payment for our December 3rd Holiday Dinner. 

 

Editors’ Note:                                                                                                                                                                  

We welcome any suggestions, comments or constructive criticism.  Please feel free to communicate 

your ideas for features that can be added –this is YOUR newsletter.  We want the information to be 

useful to you. 


